Bates College

SCARAB
The Bates Student

Archives and Special Collections

3-13-2007

The Bates Student - volume 136 number 16 - March 13, 2007
Bates College

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/bates_student

The Newspaper of Bates College Since 1873

Search for New
Director of
Affirmative Action
Leads to Closer Look
at Job's Purpose

Students Use Grant to Replenish
Lewiston Tree Population

First-year
Arrested for
Alleged
Domestic Assault

REGINA TAVANI
STAFF WRITER

In the coming weeks, the college
anticipates the announcement of a new
Director of Affirmative Action and Man¬
ager of Institutional Diversity. The pro¬
cess, which began last semester, has led
to the selection of three potential candi¬
dates for the position.
The candidate selection process
entailed a list of qualifications both
qualitative and quantitative, including a
minimum of a bachelor’s degree and be¬
tween five to seven years of affirmative
action-related work experience.
"We sought someone with experi¬
ence in the Civil Rights Movement or
with experience in Equal Job Opportu¬
nity Offices or Affirmative Action," ex¬
plained Special Assistant to the President
Sue Houchins. "This experience and
some familiarity with academia should
be enable the person to take up her or
his duties as DAAMID immediately. Such
a candidate would be equipped to help
us review our present policy and assess
its strengths and weakenesses."
Much of the search process has in¬
volved not only the seeking out of can¬
didates, but an attempt to gain a deeper
understanding of what the job’s purpose
and relationship is to the college and to
human resources. The search commit¬
tee contacted former affirmative action
directors to gain a sense of what they
thought, and worked closely with Presi¬
dent Hansen to attempt to understand
just how affirmative action is changing.
The changing nature of the position and
See AFFIRMATIVE ACTION, page 4
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Andie Bisceglia '09 and Molly Ladd '09 were awarded a Green Horizons grant by the Olin Arts Center.
KIRSTEN TERRY
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

The Bates campus lost over 7Q trees
in the past year, as construction for the
first stage of the master plan got un¬
derway. This loss of familiar landmarks
and natural surroundings was painful
for many students and faculty members,
including Molly Ladd '09 and Andie
Bisceglia '09. Though witnessing the re¬
sults of the tree removal was painful, it
inspired them to design a project that
would go on to be selected for a Greeh
Horizons grant.
This spring Ladd and Bisceglia will
be planting 10 trees and a number of
perennial plants in Franklin Pasture, a
former vacant lot located behind Lew¬
iston’s Multi-Purpose Center. The area
was donated as a permanent garden
space and is maintained by Lots to Gar¬
dens, an urban community agriculture
program founded by a Bates alumnae.

Professor Uses Loss
of Pet to Develop New
Short Term Course
ALEXANDRA KELLY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

One year ago today, Professor Lavina
Shankar was forced to put her beloved
German shepherd, Phoebe, to sleep af¬
ter spending more than a year battling
Phoebe’s lymphoma. Drawing from her
experiences during that year and since
then, Shankar is offering a new course
this coming Short Term: “For the Love of
Dogs.”
The course, funded by a Harward
Center . Community Partnership grant, is
a combination of an English class and
service-learning project that “came out of
personal experience and is grounded in
intellectual study,” said Shankar. Students
will study literature, including prose, po¬
etry and short stories, related to the re¬
lationships between humans and dogs.
They will also examine those relation¬
ships from many other perspectives, in¬
cluding philosophy, religion, psychology
and cross-cultural perspectives.
Students will be exposed to many dif¬
ferent aspects of working with dogs in tire
course through visits from guest speakers
like veterinarians, representatives from

the Humane Society, animal control offi¬
cers and animal oncologists. The service¬
learning portion of the course will involve
student work with community partners
such as local veterinary hospitals, animal
shelters or kennels. Shankar has noted
in the course description that, “Ability and
desire to handle dogs is a pre-requisite for
this course.”
While coping with the difficulties of
.her dog’s illness, Shankar began to ex¬
plore books about dogs. “I read them,
and felt a lot better emotionally,” she said.
“These were writers I knew well, and
didn’t realize that they had other parts of
writing that were about dogs.”
Though she had the idea for a course
examining this kind of literature, she did
not create the proposal until almost a"
year later. For the first time, the Harward
Center accepted applications from faculty
and staff for grants for publicly-engaged
academic projects, and she wanted that
service-learning component in her course
to “connect the intellectual with the com¬
munity.”
Since Phoebe’s diagnosis in the winter
of 2005, Shankar has been building rela-

The produce grown in this new orchard
will be sold at farmer’s markets and
used at local harvest dinners.
Ladd and Bisceglia are leading the
planting in conjunction with an artistic
education campaign about the positive
aspects of trees, which made them eli¬
gible for sponsorship from Green Ho¬
rizons. The grant was offered by Olin
Arts Center, from a donation from the
Synergy Fund, which is designed to
promote interdisciplinary art ventures.
Grants were offered this school year for
projects that will appear as part of the
“Green Horizons” exhibit which opens
in Olin June 9.
“Part of the concept of Green Ho¬
rizons was to develop the exhibition
organically, to allow other visions in
addition to the curator’s,” said Anthony
Shostak', the curator for “Green Ho¬
rizons” and the museum’s education
coordinator. “One way to do this was to
support the development of art projects

initiated by Bates students.”
Ladd and Bisceglia received a grant
for $1,000 and additional aid from their
partnership with Lots to Gardens. The
museum also awarded a grant to Teagan McMahon '07, who is fabricating a
wardrobe out of renewable and biode¬
gradable materials.
“The selection criteria included
project feasibility, interdisciplinary in¬
vestigation, and interaction with a local
‘green’ organization,” Shostak said.
Starting the orchard project was a
natural extension of Ladd’s and Bisceglia’s prior experience and interest in
the environment. Ladd worked for the
city forester in Augusta for two years
and now coordinates activities for Lots
to Gardens as part of community workstudy job. Bisceglia has worked on a
farm in the past, and professes to “really
love trees.”
Both students see the creation of
See GREEN HORIZONS, page 4

Religion Department Hosts
Historian of Mysterious Documents

AMELIA LARSEN / THE BATES STUDENT
Ian Christie-Miller Discussed the relationship between Kabbalah and a 16th-century king of France.

See SHANKAR, page 4
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A student was arrested on charg¬
es of domestic assault last Sunday,
March 4 at 3:56 a.m. at Rand Hall,
according to police reports.
The student, Mao-Hsin “Mark”
Liu ’10, is scheduled to appear at
the district court in Lewiston in early
April, according to the bail agree¬
ment.
Liu was released on $50 bail and
the stipulations that he not contact
the victim, and not possess alcohol,
drugs or weapons until the court
date, the bail agreement reads.
In an e-mail to The Student,
Dean of Students Tedd Goundie
wrote “in general terms, in any inci¬
dent of alleged student misconduct,
we investigate.” He added that “if a
student being investigated is deter¬
mined to be a threat... the student’s
right to be on campus can be sus¬
pended pending a disciplinary hear¬
ing.” Goundie could not comment
on specific investigations. Liu cur¬
rently remains on campus.
Director of Security Tom Carey
offered no comment and the arrest¬
ing officer could not be reached in
time for publication.
The Lewiston Sun Journal re¬
ported on the arrest in their police
log on Monday, March 5.

Party Planner

Love Connection

John Miley '08 gives his formula for. a great St. Patrick's Day
blowout.

Kelly Turpin '07 is using
romance novels as part of her
honors sociology thesis.
Page 4

Page 2

In his lecture “How a Franciscan Kabbalist Kept the King of France and all
France Catholic,” Ian Christie-Miller ex¬
plained how Jean Thenaud, King Francis
I’s’ chaplain in 16th-century France, kept
the king and France from conforming to
Protestantism. Christie-Miller is a historian
who specializes In analyzing mysterious

and puzzling documents and manuscipts.
His doctoral research at the University of
London focused on Thenaud’s efforts to
maintain a Catholic France in the face of
strong Protestant influences.
Christie-Miller began his lecture by
inviting the audience to, “come with me
now to the l6th century in the doorway
of the King of France.” In that era, Chris¬
tie-Miller related, King Francis I’s oncepromising reign was beginning to decline.

Protestantism was taking hold throughout
Europe, and the King seemed reluctant to
conform. In 1534, Protestants posted doc¬
uments denouncing the Roman Catholic
Church throughout France, including on
the dooiway of the Catholic king’s bed¬
room. Francis maintained his Catholicism
despite the Protestants’ strong presence,
turning France into a volatile battleground
for religion-based wars and conflicts.
See KABBALAH, page 4

BCSG Debates Housing Situation
Saturday Spin

In the Elite Eight

DJ Kid Koala mixes the familiar
and funky in Schaeffer Theatre.

Thrower Noah Gauthier '08 and
the women's distance medley relay
win All-American status at national
track and field meet.
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A discussion, initially expressing the
desire for two chem-free houses next year,
evolved into a debate over the number of
low-chem housing options available dur¬
ing last night’s student government meet¬
ing.
The discussion began when Dan¬
iel Oliver Roop TO addressed the body,
stating that he was to meet with hous¬
ing to discuss the chem-free housing for
next year. He stated that although there

was ample interest, only one house was
designated. Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan TO
agreed with Roop’s position and added
that should students choose to live chemfree lifestyles, there should be housing to
accommodate them.
“The administration looks at chemfree as if it is a privilege,” stated Dun¬
can. “If someone wants Jo live this life¬
style, they should be able to.”
Many members agreed, stating that
chem-free should be available if there
is a demand. A consensus was reached
that the administration would do well

to increase the number of chem-free
options while decreasing the amount of
low-chem dorms on campus.
The body expressed the sentiment
that two large dorms with low-chem la¬
bels, Rand and the new Rand Village, are
too much. The problem, however, is how
to voice this concern to housing. Presi¬
dent Bill Jack '08 again brought up the
legitimacy of the student government.
“I don’t want to walk away from this
discussion with no plan in mind to solve
this issue,” said Jack.

FORUM

Tuesday, March 13, 2007
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Why It's News Exploring "Vacationland
Our decision to publish a front page article on
the arrest of a student on domestic assault charges
is no doubt controversial. The decision to print
was an agonizing one to make and it was not made
lightly. The logic behind the decision to print was
supported by three considerations: the basic prin¬
ciples of journalism, what qualifies as news and
what our responsibility is to our readers.
Defining news is not easy and there
Staff js no authoritative definition. The
Editorial questions of what characterizes news
and what is information the public
should know are difficult ones that many news¬
papers, including ours, grapple with on a regular
basis. Nevertheless, three of the most critical com¬
ponents to any newsworthy article are that it must
be timely, have impact and be pertinent to the
newspaper’s community. We feel that our printing
of the arrest fulfills all three requisites. The news
of the arrest has been offered in the timeliest man¬
ner possible, is pertinent and has an impact on the
community.
It is our responsibility as journalists to provide
the news accurately, objectively and clearly. One
of the purposes of a newspaper is to provide clar¬
ity and truth through ethical and legal reporting,
often dispelling rumors as a consequence. In re¬
porting this article, we chose only to report facts
available as public record to ensure accuracy and
clarity.
Another responsibility in delivering the news is
to do so impartially and fairly. It is not our respon¬
sibility to decide what people think about an issue,
but it is our responsibility to give people enough
information to understand an issue. We believe
our reporting on this incident was both impartial
and fair.
Many feel that events such as arrests or ex¬
pulsions do not have a place in a small college
newspaper. One may argue that it is against the
supportive nature and spirit of the school to print
details of those involved in a sensitive situation.
However, as a publication dedicated to providing
information to the student body, it is our duty to
print the news. Failing to do so would make us
irrelevant as a newspaper.
We recognize that this story covers sensitive
material that will make some uncomfortable. We
hope that the community understands that The
Student takes the utmost care in the selection and
reporting of our articles and that we strive to reach
the highest standards of collegiate journalism. We
believe the article meets the journalistic standards
outlined above.
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LOUIS DENNIG
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR

Maine isn’t called “Vacationland”
for nothing. When I was a first-year I
remember calling my friends from Los
Angeles who, not-so-jokingly, asked if
I’d seen a moose, if I had running wa¬
ter and if cable television had reached
Maine yet. I responded by explaining
that Bates was great because you don’t
really need to leave campus for any rea¬
son, the community is very self-serving,
the school brings in performers, they
feed you pretty decent food and if you
need to buy anything, Wal-Mart is just
a few blocks away. The Bates Bubble
had sunk in and I hadn’t even finished
unpacking. The truth is, Maine has a
lot to offer, and there’s never a better
time to explore it than during your four
years at Bates.
The occasional trip to Gritty’s,

How to Plan an Epic
St. Patty's Day Party
JOHN MILEY
STAFF WRITER

St. Patrick’s Day is right around the
corner. And you know what? I’ve decid¬
ed to host a social gathering that eve¬
ning. People say everyone is Irish on
St. Patrick's Day. There is also a saying
that Irish people like to be kissed on St.
Patrick’s Day. I guess on this magical
and mystical day, anything is possible.
Before T even began planning any¬
thing, I thought about the oddities of
the party scene at Bates. I hear that
people play drinking
games where if
you lose you
drink more.
Paradoxical¬
ly, the loser
still wins be¬
cause drink¬
ing more is
celebrated
in these

games. As I said, I’ve only
heard of these activities because I usu¬
ally watch DVDs in my room on week¬
end nights.
But from what I understand, essen¬
tially if you join the game you win. It’s
like playing in a basketball league in
fifth grade where everybody gets a little
trophy.
Party Idea *1: Make it so everybody
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One of my goals is to
make sure that everyone
has fun. But I also don’t
want my gathering to
be inundated with
the unruly masses.
My friend at home
usually calls his
summer parties j

ji

“bar-

A

beques,” thinking “barbeque”
has a less crazy connotation and
hoping to avoid unwanted, extra
guests. When you get to his
“barbeque” you notice that
he just happened to get a keg.
He also just happened to get a
loud sound system and make hip-hop
mixes for his “barbeque.” Interestingly,
there’s usually no food or grills at these
“barbeques.” One time he said to me,
“Hey do you think I should get some
strippers for my upcoming barbeque?”
I told him he was starting to push the
word barbeque to its limits and that he
should probably avoid the strippers.
Party Idea #2\ Avoid strippers.
I like to take this thinking into my
See MILEY'S PARTY RECIPE, page 3

Scientific Explanation
of Belief in God Raises
Pertinent Questions
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN
FORUM LAYOUT EDITOR

right not to print any article and to edit
Forum

Freeport and the Nezinscot Farm are
all great ways to spend some time off
campus, but there’s much more to see
outside the 30-mile radius of campus.
Maine is home to some of America’s
most beautiful scenery, mountains,
lakes and seaside towns that are all
worth a visit. For many students, their
four years on campus will be their last
living in Maine, and many of the nicest
places to see are only a day-trip away.
Once most students leave for larger cit¬
ies, these locations become four to fivehour drives from Boston, and 10-hours
from New York, not to mention a plane
ride away for us Californians.
One of the best parts about Maine is
the small coastal towns like Kennebunkport, Camden and Boothbay Harbor,
each of which has its own unique char¬
acter. About an hour and fifteen-minute
drive south from campus leads you to
Ogunquit, founded over 350 years ago

This past week, the Bates Chris¬
tian Fellowship set up a large poster in
Chase Hall and invited students to use
the space to pose questions to God. The
exercise yielded quite a few responses,
many of which demonstrate vastly dif¬
ferent views of God. Some students
treated God almost as a political candi¬
date, asking questions such as “Is God
an environmentalist?” Others thought
of God as a source of hope, posting
questions such as “Does God answer
prayers?” Still other students used the
board to express their frustration with
injustice, asking questions as provoca¬
tive as, “Why doesn’t God like colored
people?” What most of the questions
had in common, however, was an un¬
derlying attempt to reconcile students’
belief in God with earthly evidence that
no such higher power exists.
As an atheist, such reconciliation
has never been a personal struggle. Al¬
though I like shaking my grogger on
Purim, hiding the afikomen on Passover'
and dancing the hora, I have always
been skeptical of the more religious as¬
pects of religion. Faith in a higher pow¬
er has simply never made sense to me.
However, for the majority of people
in the world and in the United States,
belief in God is an incredibly power¬

ful force. Religion has been at the root
of both wars and revolutions since the
beginning of humanity. In fact, very
few societies have survived without re¬
ligion.
Recently, scientists have made
headway in explaining why this is so.
To some, the idea that belief in God is
somehow an advantageous trait in terms
of natural selection is rather counterin¬
tuitive. Religion, after all, requires time
and energy that early humans could
have spent elsewhere. According to
anthropologist Scott Atran, religion
means taking “what is materially false
to be true," a belief that would logically
not be adaptive. Yet Atran’s research
indicates that no society has survived
for more than three generations without
some form of religion (nytimes.com).
In an attempt to explain the preva¬
lence of religion despite its evolution¬
ary irrationality, the late evolutionary
biologist Stephen Jay Gould conceived
of religion as a “spandrel” - a relatively
harmless byproduct of a trait that is
adaptive. Supporting Gould’s claim,
psychologist Justin Barrett suggests that
belief in God may be an evolutionary
leftover of the trait of cognitive reason¬
ing, or the tendency to create sensible
stories from nonsensical neural input.
According to Barrett, causal reasoning
See THE EVOLUTION OF FAITH page 3 L

just north of Kittery. The main street in
Ogunquit, all of about a half-mile long,
is lined with specialty wine, cheese and
chocolate shops, great sandwich shops,
restaurants and a bakery that sells not
only daily baked breads, but also fa¬
mous H&H bagels that are shipped up
from New York fresh every week; I can
just hear New Yorkers gassing up their
engines now.
One of the main draws of Ogunquit
is its huge beach. For a drive that’s only
about a half-hour longer than the trip
to Range Pond, the beach at Ogunquit
is far larger and there’s a town to back
it up. One of the nicer things about
this coastal town is the marginal way, a
walking path along the coast filled with
benches that offer great views of the
ocean and surrounding towns.
Longer than a day-trip away but
See BACKYARD TOURISM page 3

The Sidewalk
Slip-n-Slide is
Not as Fun
as it Sounds
CATHERINE GREEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

I’m a girL who can laugh at her¬
self. Really, I am. But around maybe
the fifteenth time I slipped on the
treacherous walkway from Smith to
Commons this winter, my sense of
humor started to falter. Forty humili¬
ating less-than-graceful, none-tooquiet slip'n slides later, I am straight
pissed.- And even though the amount
of time I spent on my ass in the mid¬
dle of an ice patch in the last few
months would suggest otherwise, I
am not taking this lying down.
Hailing from Indianapolis where
the city shuts down should the snow
accumulation rise much higher than
three inches, I was happily surprised
that after each of the blizzards Lewis¬
ton was back on its feet within hours,
the streets filled with cars and empty
of snow. I was even impressed with
the precious mini snowplows that
populated the Bates campus during
and after each storm, making sure 1
could get to my 8 a.m. Biology 101
class the next morning (No, really,
thank you. My life would not be
complete had I missed those lectures
on sponge reproduction. THANKS.) I
was less giddy about the deceptively
slick patches of frozen evil under¬
neath said snow. And no, it’s not fun
to slide around on. It is not a mini¬
rollercoaster. I am the person who
watches you assume that stupid Risky
Business position as you glide across
the ice and hopes to all kinds of dei¬
ties that you fall down in a rather
spectacular fashion. And maybe seri¬
ously injure yourself. But a bruised
ego would also be acceptable.
And please don’t tell me it’s all
about shoe choice, because I have
tried 'em all, my optimistic friend.
While sneakers and Bean boots have
provided no solace or protection from
the ice, I’m convinced to the point
of paranoia that Birkenstocks actu¬
ally try to slip. Those hippie bastards
want you to make a fool of yourself.
They think it will be good for your
character. My character is fine, thank
you, and I doubt this is what my par¬
ents were referring to when they dis¬
cussed at length the personal growth
I’m supposed to achieve in college.
Listen, I understand that Bates is
pressed for money to say the least,
but bags of salt cost, what, like five
bucks? If I had access to a car I w6uld
buy the salt myself to spare everyone
both the pain of actually falling down
and more importantly the energy it
takes to laugh, get up, pretend you
do that everyday and that it’s hilari¬
ous and awesome and doesn’t bother
you one bit. Because it does, doesn’t
it? Can Bates afford to wait until a
certain adorable blonde cracks her
tailbone and sues the school? Is that
what it’s going to take? Because I will
step up to the plate if that’s what is
necessary to bring about change.
Drastic martyrdom such as this
may not be needed as the temper¬
atures start to rise in the next few
days, but I’ll be back next year and
when that deep freeze strikes again,
you can bet your stash of stolen Com¬
mons food that I’ll be watching and
waiting with bated breath for those
lifesaving granules of melty good¬
ness.
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Spring Break '07: Denver Airport
ERIN BOND
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The number of middle-aged and
elderly men who showed up for Fitworld’s first nude workout. Patrick de
Man, owner of the Dutch gym, decided
to allow naked exercising to please
local nudists. As gym member Ron
van der Putten said. “There are things
that you like to do, and for a nudist, it
just feels better to do them with your
clothes off.” To maintain sanitation,
de Man requires nudists to put down
towels when using weight machines
and cover stationary bicycle seats with
disposable covers. The opening of Fitworld was attended by five television
crews but no women.

5
Number of days of community ser¬
vice that Naomi Campbell must per¬
form for throwing her cell phone at
her housekeeper. Campbell, a British
supermodel, will fulfill her sentence by
cleaning floors at a sanitation building.
She has also agreed to take an anger
management course.

100,000
Number of people participating in
a tug-of-war in the town of Lintan, Chi¬
na. The contest was conducted with
a 1,800-meter steel cable and divided
neighbors into two opposing teams
based on their residence. After 10
minutes of deadlock, the “lower street”
team won the tug-of-war by dragging
the rope onto their side of the block.

I like to sneak into my friend’s dorm
room late at night, get down close to
her face and quietly, in a disastrous
British accent, say “Caution, the mov¬
ing walkway is coming to an end. Cau¬
tion, the moving walkway is coming to
an end.” The flailing, yelling and death
threats that ensue crack me up. But this
little gem of mediocre humor was hard¬
ly worth the traumatizing night spent
on a cot in the Chicago Midway airport
between gigantic-snores-a-lot man and
Drooly, the sleep moaner, which causes
my friend now to become so angered
upon hearing that phrase. She, like me
and many others, unfortunately experi¬
enced the horrors of air travel.
Just as an example of the treachery
that takes place in airports these days,
I will share with you my journey home
from a ski trip over February break. I
started out at the Denver airport at 11
a.m. on Saturday with'the intent to land
safely at Logan airport at approximately
6:30 p.m. that same evening. How¬
ever, due to delays and cancellations,
I finally ended up back at Bates four
airports and nearly 67 hours later. A
fellow delayed traveler commented
that the whole thing was just some sort
of conspiracy by the companies with
stores and restaurants in the airports
to get people to spend more money.
You could tell he hadn’t slept much
in the last 48 hours, but still it makes
you wonder what is going on with the
airlines. Tom Hanks may have made it

No Good, Very Bad Day,” and I con¬
look easy in "The Terminal," but from
sidered, “Maybe I’ll go to Australia,” but
personal experience, living in airports
then, “oh, wait I can’t, I’m trapped in
is not so glamorous.
an airport.”
There comes a point, about nine or
Granted the weather was less than
10 hours into being trapped in the same
ideal for taking to the skies, but not all
place, that everything just becomes an¬
of my cancellations were because of
noying. I am generally relatively easily
blizzards or high winds. On my very
entertained and for the most part pret¬
last leg, a flight
ty laid back
from Indianapolis
about things,
to Boston, fifteen
but I wanted
" I wanted to rip my arm minutes before
to rip out all
boarding, a man
of my hair-no,
off just so I could throw
came over the
I wanted to rip
loud speaker: “La¬
off my armit at the blue-vested man dies and gentle¬
just so I could
throw it at the who kept telling me every¬ men I regret to in¬
form you that due
blue-vested
to some staffing
man who kept
thing was cancelled and
issues flight 279 to
telling me ev¬
Boston has been
delayed and lost."
erything was
canceled; please
canceled and
come to counter
delayed
and
for rescheduling.”
lost. I was an¬
What?!? Staffing issues?! Translation:
gry that the moving walkway woman
“Mitsy, the flight attendant scheduled
had a British accent in an American air¬
for today’s flight, had a little too much
port. I was angry about babies who
fun in the Circle City last night and is
have their ears pierced. I was angry that
now too hung over to come into work
I had foolishly not packed my tooth¬
today. We can’t find anyone else. Sorry.”
brush in my carry-on. I was angry that
I know legally they can’t fly without the
some forty-year-old man was wearing
proper staff. It’s not safe, blah, blah,
tight, faded, tapered black jeans. I was
blah. But really, we could probably
angry because they wanted to charge
have figured out how to insert the met¬
me six dollars for an ice cream cone. I
al tab into the buckle, and pull tight. It
was angry because my iPod died, and I
works just like every other seatbelt, and
was angry at the automated, psychotic
if you don’t know how to operate one,
robot on the other end of the line ev¬
you probably shouldn’t be out in public
ery time I called the airline for a flight
update. I thought about Judith Worst's- unsupervised.
Icing on the cake is when you show ,
“Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible,

BCSG's Guest Pass Legislation Lacks Punch
SAM EVANS-BROWN

9
Length, in feet, of a shark caught
by a great-grandmother off the coast
of Florida. Mary Cook, 61, spent over
half an hour reeling in the 100-pound
animal. Describing the experience as
“tremendous,” Cook boasted that she
out-fished her husband and his friend,
both experienced fishermen. “I guess
I beat them at their own game," she
said. After straining her neck to pul!
the shark in, Mary Cook decided to
throw it back.

4,920
Number of feet that A.J. Hackett is
planning to bungee jump from a he¬
licopter later this year. Ilackett, who
bungeed off the Eiffel Tower in 1986,
claims that breakthroughs in bungee
cord technology will enable the jump.
When asked if he was nervous about
the cord breaking, Hackett said, “I do
get a bit scared sometimes but I'm still
able to split the emotion from the log¬
ic.” If successful, the jump over Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia will double the exist¬
ing world record.

46
Age of an English woman who
was asked for ID when buying wine
at her local supermarket. Sarah Burge
has had 180,000 british pounds worth
of plastic surgery and has been called
“The Real Life Barbie.” Burge was de¬
lighted to have been asked for identi¬
fication, stating that, “To think 1 might
have passed for under 18 is absolutely
wonderful”

2

STAFF WRITER

The BCSG is full of good people, who are eager to
make important and lasting decisions, of this there is
no doubt in my mind. But in a year in which the role
of student government as anything more meaningful
than a resume-builder for the motivated few is being
questioned, they are not doing much to distinguish
themselves.
The recent guest pass legislation is at once a dem¬
onstration of the good intentions of the BCSG, and at
the same time, their near-irrelevance. The roll-over
plan allows students to keep the guest passes they
don’t use first semester and use them in the second semesterv In my experience, there are two types of guest
pass users. Those who use all of their guest passes
very quickly, and then must resort to alternative means
to feed their frequently visiting friends / significant
other / ever-present parents, and those who never use
any of their guest passes. In the case of the former, this
legislation will have no effect, because they have no
guest passes to roll over. In the case of the latter, this
legislation will have no effect, because they won’t use

Backyard Tourism a Must in Maine
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

worth the time is Bar Harbor. A three-hour drive from
Bates will bring you to one of the most beautiful spots
in America. The town itself is very similar to any other
coastal town in Maine, but Acadia National Park, which
surrounds the city, is absolutely worth a visit. The park
grounds were designed by landscape architect Freder¬
ick Law Olmstead, who also designed New York’s Cen¬
tral Park. It will take a day to drive through all of the
different scenic wonders that make up the park which
is filled with incredible views of the ocean, nearby is¬
lands, incredible forests and beautiful foliage. The best
time to go is in the Fall when the leaves are changing.
The highlight of the park is Cadillac Mountain; from the

m

1
Number of times vampire hunt¬
ers have attempted to drive a wooden
stake through the heart of deceased
Yugoslovian dictator Slobodan Milos¬
evic to prevent him from coming back
from the dead. Milosevic's daughter
has hired a group of security guards to
protect her father's grave.

Sources: www.ananova.com

summit one can be the first person to see the sunrise in
the United States.
There are dozens more scenic spots to see in the
state where we all attend college, but I’ll stop before
this becomes any more of an advertisement brought to
you by the Maine tourists association. One of the best
resources to find information about places to visit is
www.Fodors.com. The website is surprisingly free and
has visitor information, suggested itineraries, restaurant
reviews and suggested driving routes for Bar Harbor
and Acadia National Park, and frequently adds more
travel destinations. The point is, there are some amaz¬
ing places to see here and there’s never a better time to
go see them than right now.

The Evolution of Faith:
Reconciling Science with God
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Percent of urban children surveyed
by tire Dairy Farmers of Britain who
think cows lay eggs. The survey, con¬
ducted on more than 1,000 children
aged 8 to 15, sought to test whether
young people were well-informed
about the production process of their
food. The Dairy Farmers of Britain also
reported that although all children sur¬
veyed knew that cows produce milk,
about 20 percent had no idea where
yogurt came from.

the guest passes that roll over anyway. This legislation
will affect the members of the student body who have
little or no guest-pass demand during the first semes¬
ter, followed by a sudden surge during the second,
and though I may be very wrong in this assumption, I
assume that this is very rarely the case.
The section of the bill that would have had a signifi¬
cant impact, the increase in the actual quantity of guest
passes from three to five, was summarily dismissed by
Schwartz, because of the cost of such a suggestion.
This legislation seems to embody the frustrations
that editorials have expressed with the BCSG, and that
BCSG members have sought to deny. The language
of BCSG president Bill Jack on the issue is instructive.
He said, “[The guest pass roll over] is something that
students will notice, something they will enjoy, and
it occurred because of the student government.” This
quote shows how the purpose of this legislation, more
than actually leading to important change is to draw
the student body’s attention to the effectiveness and
importance of student government.
Well, BCSG, you’ve gotten my. attention. But I’m
still not particularly impressed.

may be connected to religion in that God is an easy way
of explaining events that are otherwise unexplainable or
simply too random to be meaningful (nytimes.com).
Opposing the spandrel theory is the idea that reli¬
gion survived the millennia of human existence not as
a byproduct of an adaptive trait but as an advantage in
and of itself. Though belief in God may be evolutionarily detrimental on an individual level, the cohesiveness
that religion provides to the group may have been the
difference between the life and death of many human
cultures. Scientifically delusive as it may be, believing in
God may have caused early humans to make sacrifices
for the group, allowing the “religion gene” to be passed
on to future generations (nytimes.com).
Whatever the correct theory actually is, the reality is
that science is coming closer and closer to explaining
why people believe in God. For Bates students already
trying to reconcile faith with personal or world trage¬
dies, the clash of science and religion only complicates
the struggle. Many scientists have in fact been unable to
believe in God and their research simultaneously. Ac¬
cording to a recent survey, fewer than 10 percent of the
members of the National Academy of Scientists believe
in God (nytimes.com).
Yet, some scientists understand faith and science as
existing together rather than being mutually exclusive.
According to psychologist Justin Barrett, understanding
why people believe in God has nothing to do with the
validity of God’s existence. Barret said, “Suppose sci¬
ence produces, a convincing account for why I think my

wife loves me —- should I then stop believing that she
does?” (nytimes.com)
However for those, like me, who see the scientific
explanation of belief in God as a confirmation of the
correctness of non-belief, the challenge lies in accept¬
ing the fact that most people in the world believe in
something that is scientifically nonsensical. Education
even seems to have little effect on religious belief. Ac¬
cording to the 2003 Harris Poll, 85 percent of Americans
with postgraduate degrees believe in God compared to
90 percent among all education levels. Though liberals
sometimes like to think of the religious right as toothless
high school dropouts, the reality is that the difference is
slight and that many of the most brilliant and influential
people in history were and are highly religious. It also
seems clear that religion is “smart” from an evolution¬
ary standpoint since over the course of human history,
those that believed have tended to survive over those
that haven’t. In this sense, scientific advancements in
evolution, genetics and human cognition are irrelevant
in terms of dictating how many people believe in God.
Religion is such a mighty force in society that no amount
of evidence to the contrary could sway human faith.
Therefore, although the inquiry may sound silly to
atheists, to many, whether or not God is an environmen¬
talist is a question that really does matter. By encourag¬
ing these questions, the Bates Christian Fellowship is
doing the progressive and extremely important work of
understanding God in the context of modern society.
They have also convinced me, at least, that organized re¬
ligion is much more than just “blind faith” - it is in fact a
veiy inquisitive and interactive way of practicing belief.

up to your final destination and your
luggage -- worse yet, your beloved skis
-- are no where to be found. Sopho¬
more Tom Bowden, had a treacherous
time locating luggage after returning
from out west after February break.
“It’s extremely frustrating. You get the
sense that people working in these
airports are incompetent. Then again,
you realize they have to deal with this
kind of thing everyday and it’s not their
fault necessarily. I had mixed feelings.
Mostly,. I just thought, ‘they’re my skis
and they’re gone.’” Tom concluded,
“When you realize you might never see
your stuff again, is flying worth it?”
Seriously though, personal experi¬
ence, anecdotal evidence and a little
research show airline travel isn’t what
it used to be. The U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT) statistics show
that for the compiled data of 19 carri¬
ers who reported, only 73-13 percent of
January 2007 flights were on-time, down
from 78.76 percent in January 2006, and
down more than 10 percent from 83.32
percent on time flights in January 2003DOT further stated that these carriers
recorded a rate of 8.19 reports of mis¬
handled baggage per 1,000 passengers
in January (http://www.bts.gov/).
The moral of the story is this: as you
finalize your spring break plans and
you have the insane urge to go blast¬
ing through the skies in a pressurized
metal tube, be ready for anything. Oh,
and take caution as the moving walk¬
way comes to an end.

Miley's Party
Recipe: Guinness,
Lucky Charms and
Jenna Jameson
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

own planning. That is, thinking ahead and
thinking differently. For instance, I wanted to
play “pin the tail on the donkey.” My friends
thought that this idea was lame. I shot back
that this is precisely why we should play: it’s
so lame that it’s awesome. They totally dis¬
agreed with my circular logic. However, like
any party-planning committee we compro¬
mised: we are going to play “Pin the Chla¬
mydia on the whore.” It’s essentially the same
game, but you just get a big poster of Paris
Hilton. (I’m sure she’s a very nice girl).
Party Idea #3: Make fun of Paris Hilton
whenever possible.
From there, I asked myself what my
party was missing. And of course it came to
me right away—Guinness. You have to have
Guinness, the world-famous Irish stout is as
much a part of St. Patrick’s Day as anything
else. I also realized that you need Jameson.
Unfortunately, with Bates’ ban on hard al¬
cohol, I realized that I couldn’t get the Irish
whiskey.
So I contacted Jenna Jameson via
her MySpace page and she agreed to stop by
for fifty bucks and an honorary degree. I have
the cash ready and I’m hoping the whole
honorary degree thing just falls into place.
When you substitute Jameson for Jameson,
everybody wins! (see party idea #1).
Party Idea #A: Pom stars make great spe¬
cial guests.
Elated at how easy it was to get a topnotch porn star to make an appearance at a
prestigious liberal arts college, I continued
thinking about how to make my. St. Patrick’s
Day great. Then I realized I should make an
Irish music playlist. For example, U2, Van Morisson, and Enya are all Irish. I don’t think
a party has ever been attempted with Enya
blaring in the background. It’s just crazy
enough to work. As long as everyone doesn’t
fall asleep in the first fifteen minutes, I’ll con¬
sider it a success.
Party Idea #5: Make sure you keep your
guests awake.
Throw in some pretzels and Lucky Charms
and I got myself one happening evening. I’m
very excited. If anyone could send me infor¬
mation pertaining to how honorary degrees
are given out, that would be useful. Maybe
contact the President and get all the paper¬
work done before hand too? Thanks a lot.
Imagine it now: Jenna Jameson receiving an
honorary degree, ranking right up there with
people as talented as Seamus Heaney, Robert
Frost, and Jimmy Carter.
Part of me questions the feasibility of this.
There’s no use worrying about it now.
Party Idea #6: Don’t worry about the spe¬
cifics.
Working my way through the thinking
behind my own St. Patrick’s Day festivities
has made me realize that I basically have set
up a template for planning any epic party.
This model for success will surely have your
guests blown away. Feel free to copy exactly
the plan I have set up. You’d be stupid not
to do it. Happy St. Patrick’s Day and don’t
forget to wear some green and have some
fun. Cheers.
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Examining Stereotypes in Romance Novels
Security Log
Tuesday, March 6:
-Criminal mischief, Hayes House,
case still open.
Wednesday, March 7:
-Disturbance - loud music, 2:16
a.m., John Bertram Hall, room
203, unfounded.
Thursday, March 8:
-Disturbance, Wentworth Adams
Hall, room 401, taken care of.
Saturday, March 10:
-Disturbance, Parker Hall, fourth
floor, taken care of.
-Disturbance, 11:27 p.m., Smith
Hall and Wentworth Adams Hall
parking lot, taken care of.
-Liquor Laws Violation, 11:31
p.m.. Page Hall, room 208, re¬
ferred to Dean.

Kelly Turpin '07 Uses the Popular Genre to Understand Societal Expectations
CHRISTINE ARSNOW
STAFF WRITER

Senior Kelly Turpin’s honors so¬
ciology thesis examines the impact of
stereotyped social themes presented in
Harlequin romance novels. Romance
novels, which Turpin defines as “massproduced fantasy novels for women
regarding love and relationships,” ac¬
count for 55 percent of all paperback
sales annually. Harlequin Enterprise, a
publishing giant comprised of numer¬
ous sub-labels, is the world’s leading
producer of romance novels.
Turpin, an English-sociology dou¬
ble major, developed an interest in
romance novels in her youth. She be¬
lieves that the images and stereotypes
presented in these novels influenced
her social views as a child and young
adult.
“After reading research and other
scholarly literature relating to the sub¬
ject, [I] realized how problematic ste¬
reotypical images within these novels
can be to women who may become
socialized by the portrayals... of love,
relationships and foreign countries
through these novels,” she said.
Themes of female subjectivity, male
power and racial prejudice abound in

Turpin’s thesis was
inspired by an interest in
the media’s ability to influ¬
ence public opinion. Dur¬
ing her sophomore year,
Turpin read “Culture of
Fear” by Barry Glassner,
a book that discusses the
media’s ability to perpetu¬
ate and instill fear in the
minds of the American
public. This work inspired
Turpin to examine the im¬
pact of romance novels, a
medium particularly influ¬
ential on the thoughts and
ppinions of girls and young
women. For a sociology
seminar during her junior
year, Turpin conducted a
quantitative survey analysis
in which she presented pas¬
sages from romance novels
COURTESY OF KELLY TURPIN
and asked subjects to give
Kelly Turpin '07, a double major in English and
opinions about specific
sociology, used her personal interest in romance
character portrayals. She
novels to develop her thesis.
connected these opinions
to general societal gender
this literary genre; Turpin's thesis states
beliefs in a paper that she
that these themes can have strong nega¬
then presented at regional and national
tive impacts on impressionable young
conferences.
readers.
Turpin’s success prompted her to

delve further into this vein of research,
inspiring her to design an honors thesis
to update scholarly content analyses of
romance novels. In her thesis, Turpin
seeks to determine how topics of gen¬
der, ethnicity, class and sexuality are
depicted in romance novels and to ana¬
lyze readers’ reactions to the way these
themes are presented.
Turpin divided her thesis methodol¬
ogy into two sections. During the fall
semester, she systematically analyzed
the presence of ethnicity, class and
sexuality in a series of Harlequin nov¬
els called “Harlequin Presents.” She also
compiled a databank of hundreds of
quotations relating to each of the afore¬
mentioned topics. During this past se¬
mester, she surveyed the opinions of
both frequent romance novel readers
and first-time readers in response to a
randomly chosen novel. She is current¬
ly compiling her results to find trends
and correlations between her analysis
of the novels and her subjects’ opinions.
Turpin realizes the powerful impact of
a medium that is easily accessible to the
general public. Her thesis depicts the
potential danger of influencing readers,
particularly young girls and women, to
be racially bigoted and antifeminist.

Shankar Teaches "For the Love of Dogs"
Affirmative Action Director Search
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

responsibilities it demands is reflected in
the position’s title, which has been ex¬
panded from Director of Affirmative Ac¬
tion to include Manager of Institutional
Diversity.
While the former position mainly
entailed monitoring all searches for
new faculty and administrations, the
expanded position calls on the director
to also work closely with Houchins to
devise institutional diversity projects. Ac¬
cording to the Assistant to the Director
of Affirmative Action, Carmen Nadeau,
who has been acting in place of the for¬
mer director in the interim, the new na¬
ture of the position also provides ample
opportunity to build upon and expand
the duties and responsibilities of the of¬
fice.
From the pool of applications,
the search committee contacted those
whose qualifications best matched those
sought by the office. Each candidate was
then called and asked a set of prepared
questions designed to gain insight into
their personal and professional back¬
ground and to gauge how well he or she
worked with people, his or her experi¬
ence in mediation and his or her overall
understanding of the position itself.
Two of the three selected candidates
have already made visits to the campus
in the past few weeks. Aubrey Evelyn,
who visited on March 1, has worked for

over 25 years in the purview of affirma¬
tive action and helped design a program
called El Ingeniero, an enrichment proj¬
ect that involves Hispanic youth in as¬
sisting NASA with its affirmative action
goals.
Candidate Valerie Hayes, who visited
campus March 5, serves as Special Advi¬
sor to the Provost/Director in the Office
for Equal Opportunity Programs at Yale
University. She formerly held the office
of Executive Director of the Office of Af¬
firmative Action and Equal Opportunity
Programs at University of Pennsylvania
and was Director of the Office of Equal
Opportunity at Cornell University. Addi¬
tionally, she served as Affirmative Action
Administrator at the Connecticut Depart¬
ment of Human Resources and Connect¬
icut Department of Mental Health.
The final candidate, who will visit
campus visit March 19, is Laurel Allen.
Allen currently works as Director of the
Office of Diversity and Affirmative Ac¬
tion at University of Albany after having
been Affirmative Action Officer at St.
Cloud State University and Affirmative
Action Specialist at University of Califor¬
nia, Berkeley.
Following these visits, the commit¬
tee will work to come to a final decision
upon who will best serve as the new di¬
rector, who will arrive on campus to as¬
sume the position no later than July 1.

Green Horizons
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

this orchard as a way to positively vent
their frustration over the loss of trees at
Bates and the college’s plan for an all¬
birch Alumni Walk.
“I was very, very angry about the
trees,” said Bisceglia. “But I learned that
they had to be cut down to put in pipes,
and that it is generally an environmen¬
tally friendly construction project.”
Ladd and Bisceglia have already
started the artistic component of their
project by posting facts about trees in
the library and other spots on campus,
with plans to produce a bgnner pro¬
moting the value of tree diversity to be
hung outside Commons. The students
also hope to spread awareness about

the project beyond campus.
“Another part of the project is to
not limit it to Bates,” said Ladd. “We
want to get the community involved.”
Ladd hopes to do this in part by
teaching tree planting classes and to
invite the college and local community
to attend and participate in the planting
at the orchard on May 1. The . students
know they will not be able to complete
all the work for this endeavor on their
own.
“We nee.d help,” said Ladd.
She and Bisceglia hope that artists
interested in working on fliers and peo¬
ple with and without gardening knowl¬
edge that are willing to help plant will
be interested in completing the project
with them this spring.

tionships with animal care providers all
over southern Maine. Seeing veterinarians
and oncologists nearly every day for treat¬
ment and volunteering with the Greater
Androscoggin Humane Society, she said,
her community “shifted to people who see
dogs as family from those who see them
as fixed possessions or toys.” She wants
students to be able to experience that
community, too.
During the course, Shankar hopes to
have each person involved become both a
student and a teacher. “It’s important that
students learn from everyone of different
backgrounds,” she said. “Dog love will be
the equalizer.”
She hopes to introduce students to the
same community that supported her dur¬
ing Phoebe’s illness. “This is not something
I feel like I have complete ownership of,”
Shankar said. “The course itself will be
like a community experience.”
For Shankar, this course will be “an
emotional, spiritual and personal experi¬
ence as a dog lover and a literature profes¬

sor” in which she will be able to “process
[her] personal grief into a learning experi¬
ence for [her]self and others in the com¬
munity.”
Shankar said that the course is “such a
good use of what would otherwise have
been such negative energy.” In connect¬
ing and communicating with students
about dog love and loss, “it takes me to
the core of being a teacher;” she said.
At this point in its design, Shankar
does not think that this course could be
offered any time but Short Term. Not only
for people who read literature, the course
will allow individual research, so that stu¬
dents may find their individual interests
within the subject material, and explore
the many layers of literature and the com¬
munity relationships. “Short Term allows
that freedom and intellectual space,” she
said.
“I have been the beneficiary of inordi¬
nate compassion and generosity of spirit
from veterinarians, oncologists, board¬
ing kennels and others who love dogs,”
Shankar wrote in her proposal for the Harward Center’s grant. “I have wanted to do
something to repay the community—both

human and non-human—from which I
have received so much.”
She expressed her gratitude to Bates
and the Harward Center for supporting
her idea.
“I would have done this work anyway,
but now I have a concrete academic proj¬
ect,” she said
Though deeply saddened by Phoebe’s
death last March, Shankar almost imme¬
diately began searching for another dog.
“Phoebe wasn’t gaining by my not lov¬
ing another dog,” she said. She and her
husband found their new dog, a purebred
German shepherd named Heidi, through a
breeder in Augusta. Touched by their sto¬
ry, having an experience of her own with
canine cancer, and seeing their dedication
to Phoebe, the breeder offered Heidi to
them for free.
Heidi, -now almost three, is just as
loved as Phoebe was. “I never could have
imagined loving another dog so quickly,
so much,” Shankar said. “That’s what the
course title is about: for the love of all
dogs, not just one.”

Kabbalah and the King
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Christie-Miller asserts that King Francis
I’s chaplain, Jean Thenaud, was respon¬
sible for the nation’s failure to conform to
Protestantism. A Franciscan monk, Then¬
aud was undyingly loyal to both the king
and the Catholic Church. The chaplain’s
involvement in Kabbalah began when a
curious King Francis asked the chaplain
to investigate the mysterious Jewish sect.
Kabbalah, Christie-Miller said, is a Hebrew
word meaning “receive.” Teachings of
this religion were never written, but are
passed orally to Jews who are considered
mature enough to receive them. Ever the
dutiful servant, Thenaud examined Kab¬
balah and kept detailed records of his ob¬
servations. Christie-Miller noted that the
chaplain’s actual sources are unknown;
he may have based his research on a
pilgrimage to Israel or he may have in¬
vestigated an underground community of

Kabbalists who remained covert to avoid
persecution. Thenaud was able to obtain
sufficient information about the religion to
report to the king.
Christie-Miller called Thenaud’s re¬
search “obedient but unknowing.” The
chaplain followed his king’s instructions
but was not familiar enough with Kab¬
balah to realize the significance of his
findings. When he reported his results to
Francis I, Thenaud presented them in a
Catholic framework. Thenaud was com¬
fortable and familiar with Catholicism and
was also intent to maintain the King’s re¬
ligion. Christie-Miller noted that Thenaud
was principally interested in the King’s
spiritual welfare. As a Franciscan monk,.
he believed that the king’s deliverance
was conditional on his practice of Catholi¬
cism.
Christie-Miller reviewed some of the
results that Thenaud reported to his king
to encourage Catholicism. He discussed

the chaplain’s integration of several num¬
bers that are sacred to Kabbalah, includ¬
ing the numbers 37 and 72, into Catholic
rituals. Christie-Miller also showed a se¬
ries of drawings and paintings composed
by Thenaud that enforced Catholic ideas.
Christie-Miller showed one painting that
featured three women spinning the “frag¬
ile web of life,” relating this image to the
Holy Trinity. Another painting showed
Thenaud kneeling piously by King Fran¬
cis’ bed while a ghostly image of the
King’s father looks on. Christie-Miller be¬
lieves that Thenaud intended this painting
to show his devotion to King Francis and
the former King’s support of their relation¬
ship. In addition to these works, Thenaud
composed three treatsies that retold bibli¬
cal stories in a context that supported King
Francis and his family. The chaplain used
his religious knowledge and influence to
promote King Francis’ Catholicism.

Moving to New York City?
Welcome To The City LLC invites you to several
Summer 2007 fun-filled events to meet your
fellow 2007 graduates also new to the city.
For a detailed description of events, please
contact
wttc@nyc.rr.com.
Hope to see you there!! _

examines the rooms that will be available in tfienew'Ranaviliage" Housing selection for suites and
individual rooms begins next week. Housing floor plans are available at bates.edu/nousing.xml.

Gardner
Wins Ski
Design
Contest
CONOR HURLEY
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

ciation for Kid Koala’s music after his
first published review in the Canadian
newspaper, “The Providence.” San de¬
livered the same newspaper when he
was growing up.
The last song that Kid Koala per¬
formed was his mom’s favorite, “Moon
River,” a cover to Johnny Mercer’s Acad¬
emy Award winner. During the per¬
formance, the two projector screens
showed San’s hands mixing the song.

It will be Christmas in April for Will
Gardner ‘09- Gardner '09, a studio art
major with a passion for skiing, will
reap the rewards of winning Rossignol’s
"Create It" international ski design con¬
test come April.
Gardner is one of three winners
who survived multiple eliminations,
narrowing the field from thousands to
the top 20, then the top six and finally
the champions were crowned after an
extensive internet vote.
The win earns him a pair of the skis
bearing the artwork he designed for
Sage Cattabriga - a professional free¬
style skier. Rossignol is also manufac¬
turing a limited edition of the skis to be
sold to the skiing public.
Gardner also won a trip to Park
City for the awards ceremony- where
he will receive and ride (he hopes) his
new skis - and 1500 euros in cash and
vouchers.
The best part of winning for Gard¬
ner is “the fact my art is on a manufac¬
tured product, the chance to meet the
pro skiers (at the award ceremony), and
the gnar I’m gonna shred on my trip.”
Submitting his design late and im¬
properly formatted - an improvement
on last year, when he gave up on his
design and did not submit anything
- Gardner did not think he stood a

See KID KOALA, page 6

See SKI DESIGN, page 6

CONOR HURLEY/THE BATES STUDENT
Eric San, a.k.a. Kid Koala, rocked out to an eclectic mix of music. The Canadian DJ stives to make his music unique in any circumstance.

ELIZA REED
NEWS LAYOUT EDITOR

In the most unlikely of venues, DJ
Kid Koala rocked Schaeffer Theatre on
Saturday night. The turntablist, brought
to Bates by the WRBC radio station,
drew a crowd of around 150 to dance
in the stage pit and enjoy the music
from the auditorium seats.
Kid Koala, the recording name of
Eric San, started mixing music at the
age of 12. His motivation for DJ-ing was

to “make stuff that would be weird to
everyone.” San has been on tour with
Radiohead and he has opened for the
Flaming Lips. He also is a visual artist
and has illustrated a collection of comic
books while on tour.
He mixes an impressively wide
range of music and sounds, believing
that “all music is connected.” He says,
“You can go from Black Sabbath to any¬
thing if you know the right album.”
The name Kid Koala comes from a
joke with his friends. Like a kid koala

Collaborative
Printmaking Show
Unites State
ZOE ROSENTHAL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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The Bates College Museum of Art,
as one of the collaborating galleries
in The Maine Print Project, is present¬
ly housing an exhibit through March
18, entitled “Scrape, Cut, Gouge, Bite,
Print...the Graphic Work of Charlie
Hewitt.” The Maine Print Project is the
largest collaborative arts program ever
to be initiated in the state of Maine and
focuses on celebrating the prominent
history of printmaking in the state.
The Maine Print Project is now
presenting “Celebrating 200 Years of
Printmaking in Maine,” in 25 galler¬
ies throughout the state, each focus¬
ing on a different artist or style within
the printmaking genre. Over 350 Maine
printmakers are featured in these exhib¬
its.
Each gallery also offers an array of
educational programs, including print¬
making workshops for the advanced or
beginner printmaker, family activities
and studio demonstrations by the artists. At Bates, one of these supplemen¬
tal programs' included a book signing
on Friday, March 9. David P. Becker, author of “Imprint of Place: Maine Print¬
making 1800-2006,” accompanied art¬
ist Charlie Hewitt. Becker's book was
the first to be written on the history of
Maine printmaking and can be seen as
a reference guide to the statewide print¬
making exhibits.
Charlie Hewitt was born in Lewis¬
ton in 1946 and grew up surrounded by
the mill -working industry. This culture
and lifestyle greatly inspired much of
his artwork. Hewitt also drew influenc¬
es from his life in New York City during
the 1960s and 70s, which was followed
by time spent working at a non-profit
printmaking workshop in Connecticut.
This was where Hewitt began to inte¬

grate his work with other media into
printmaking. More recently, Hewitt be¬
gan to combine digital imagery with
other techniques including sewn col¬
lages and multiples. This collaboration
of media has particularly referenced his
family. To create prints in this manner,
Hewitt begins with enlarged digital im¬
ages of smaller oil sketches. From these,
prints are made in black and white, as
well as color, on a variety of different
materials (ranging from simply plain pa¬
per to plastic sheets). Hewitt then cuts
and layers these different prints. Using
his mother’s sewing machine (paying
homage to the mill lifestyle), he laces
together the separate components he
created using colored threads. Hewitt is
also a painter and believes he is a better
printmaker for this reason, as it allows
him to explore outside the traditional
scope of printmaking
Hewitt found much of his inspira¬
tion from his family, as can be seen in
a series of pieces entitled, “The Reluc¬
tant Sailor.” His father was a Navy man
by career and was from South Carolina,
and nautical themes can be seen in
Hewitt’s prints. Ahother series, “Span¬
ish Labor,” honors the work of contem¬
porary Latino immigrants. Hewitt saw
their struggle and strife as being similar
to that of the Franco-American Immi¬
grants in Lewiston. The largest piece of
artwork in the exhibit, which features
prints from 1976-2006, is a wall mural
made specifically for the Bates College
Museum of Art exhibit. Images associ¬
ated with shoemaking and mill work¬
ing are present in remembrance of his
family’s jobs and the Lewiston worker’s
lifestyle. The exhibit also features a
large section that highlights the print¬
making process, showing the various
forms used to make prints, including
wood cuts or engravings used for the
actual pieces in the exhibit.

bear, San would regularly fall asleep
during car rides. He confessed that if
he were not a DJ then he would have
been a chef. In his last tour, he cooked
on stage while mixing.
The most defining part of his mu¬
sic career was “converting my parents
to this school of music... I started with
the classical piano... I realized [my parents/family] were my number one fans
when they played my music at the din¬
ner table for their friends.”
His parents expressed their appre¬

BBQ Joint Brings
Memphis to Maine
SARAH DUNN
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Undeniably typical American cui¬
sine has found its haven in the Lew¬
iston-Auburn area. Fried foods abound
in these parts. Yet, it seems Lewiston
eateries overlook one facet of the tra¬
ditional American appetite - real south¬
ern barbeque. Fortunately, Beale Street
Barbeque has perfected this customary
Memphis cooking in Maine.
What was once a measly roadside
stand in Freeport has become a culi¬
nary chain located in Bath, South Port¬
land and Augusta.
“Because it was a long way to Mem¬
phis, we called ourselves Beale Street
Barbeque, so folks who knew real
southern BBQ would realize we weren’t
just pretending to know what we were
doing,” the restaurant advertises.
Beale Street Barbeque is situated
in a large, oddly shaped building over¬
looking the water in southern Portland.
With a blazing red “BBQ” sign amidst
more subdued settings, this restaurant
stands out not simply because of its de¬
cor, but its savory menu and hearty din¬
ing options. The restaurant is best for
the ravenous with their extremely filling
portions.
Costumers can choose from a wide
array of appetizers, including crab
cakes, jalapeno poppers and calamari.
The smoked chicken quesadilla appe¬
tizer is a must. With grilled mushrooms
and onions, melted cheddar cheese,
salsa, sour cream and a black bean pu¬
ree, the smoky flavor Was an excellent
twist to the conventional Mexican dish.
Dinner options include a Beale
Street Caesar, pulled pork, chicken
or beef barbeque platters, jambalaya,
shrimp louisianne, sweet chili and the
like. Sampled were the pulled chicken
platter and the pesto-chicken and Swiss
cheese sub.
The pulled chicken platter included
a thick bun, well seasoned chicken, bar¬
beque sauce and coleslaw. The sand¬
wich was the ideal barbeque sampling
of thick meat and fresh slaw.
In a soft bun lay mounds of pulled
chicken topped with melted Swiss

mixed with pesto sauce. The sand¬
wich was delicious: the pesto had a
strong garlic flavor and the chicken was
cooked to perfection. The greasy drip¬
pings were an unappetizing element,
but barbeque isn’t exactly for the health
conscious.
Side dishes include baked beans,
coleslaw, jalapeno cornbread and
French fries. The fries were thin and
crispy. The jalapeno cornbread lacked a
spicy flavor but was scrumptious none¬
theless. The baked beans, a southern
staple and barbeque must-have were
not Beale Street’s most stellar item. The
beans tasted like, well, beans. There
was no pungent, smoky taste character¬
istic of the dish.
To finish off the already belly-bulg¬
ing meal, Beale Street offers a variety of
tempting sweets: cheese cake, turtle pie
and “the terminator.” Far too intrigued
by the name to forgo this opportunity of
indulgence, I sampled “the Terminator.”
The name alludes to a flourless choco¬
late cake covered in whipped cream
and a raspberry-chocolate sauce. The
cake was more like fudge than cake:
dense and extremely rich. The raspber¬
ry sauce was a bit overwhelming, but
the dessert was perfect for those insa¬
tiable chocolate addicts.
Beale Street Barbeque transforms
the serene settings of downtown Port¬
land into a funky re-creation of a Mem¬
phis blues and barbeque joint.

Beale Street
Barbeque

★★★☆☆
90 Waterman Drive
South Portland, ME

Concert
Series Ends
with
Schubert
Performance
JOE WILLIAMS
STAFF WRITER

Authentic sounds of Schubert graced
Olin Concert Hall courtesy of fortepianist Steven Lubin and baritone Thomas
Meglioranza last Friday evening. The
pair’s performance featured a specially
built fortepiano such as one Schubert
would have play.
Some of the program was solo piano, but best were the 16 songs that
Thomas Meglioranza sang in accompa¬
niment. Holding onto the side of piano
with his right hand, Meglioranza would
transfer the energy of the music into
the adapted texts which were helpfully
translated from German to English on
the audience program sheets.
Meglioranza infused expression into
every song whether he appeared joy¬
ous, longing or furious. While reading
the translations from the program sheet,
one’s eyes were naturally attracted back
up Meglioranza’s stage presence. The
program ended on a crushing note,
when Meglioranza sang of his “pale
partner.. .that has tortured me here
in this spot” and clutched his heart.
Schubert’s music was so finely perfect¬
ed to fit the emotions of the text.
Interspersed between the songs
were a sonata and a Solo Impromptu,
which Steve Lubin tore into without vo¬
cal accompaniment. At the ambitious
tempos he chose, it was difficult to dis¬
cern certain notes and rhythms between
Schubert’s flurries of eighth note chords
and complicated crescendos.
The ‘Solo Impromptu in Eb’ was
especially blistering, and some notes
could not be distinguished. Perhaps the
soft-sounding fortepiano was not per¬
cussive enough for such speeds, and
the highly resonant acoustics of the
Olin Concert Hall added to the effect
of notes bleeding into others. Lubin,
See SCHUBERT, page 6
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Dabkeh Troupe Dances for
Cultural Awareness,
LIZ MILLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Aesthetically clapping and rhythmically
moving their way into Olin Concert Hall for
Saturday night’s Palestinian Cultural Night, the
Dabkeh Troupe and belly-dancer Betsy Nelson,
danced to raise cultural awareness. The danc¬
ers dazzled the audience, hoping to share with
them the beauty of Palestine.
Brought to Bates by the Students for Peace
and Justice in Palestine, the Palestinian Cultural
Night opened with audience participation in
singing the Palestinian National Anthem, 'Mawtini My Homeland.1
On stage next was the Hurriyah Dabkeh
Troupe. This group from Washington, D.C.,
where they have been performing for the last
three years, while intermittently performing in
others areas in the country. The goal of this DCbased Dabkeh troupe is not only to raise posi¬
tive awareness of Palestinian culture, but also to
keep their culture and heritage alive for another
generation. The Dabkeh dance is the traditional
folk dance of the Levant that goes back gen¬
erations. Through their beautiful renditions, the
members hope to bring a positive image of cul¬
ture into an environment that can often be full
of negative perception or stereotypes.
The Dabkeh dance, the national dance of
Jordon, Lebanon, Syria and Palestine, can be
performed by women and/or men.
Performing their first dance, Dalo’na, the
members of the group were dressed in tradi¬
tional Palestinian attire. The women wore black,
red and gold dresses with red headdresses,
while the men wore white shirts, black pants
and white and blue cloth. The dance was per¬
formed at a lively tempo, consisting of intricate
stomping and hand and arm motions. The audi¬
ence reacted well to the piece, starting to clap
enthusiastically half way through.
Performing their second dance, Farah, the
group wore the same outfits, but performed at
a slower tempo, accentuating the magnificence
of their steps and movements.
During the intermission between four Dab¬
keh dances, the audience was awed by the
grace of Betsy Nelson '09. Nelson is a profes¬
sional belly dancer. Wearing a gorgeous blue
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outfit, Nelson moved her way across the stage
with elegance and confidence. After a beautiful
opening dance, she brought out a knife, which
she balanced on her head with poise throughout
a refined routine of spins and bends. Nelson’s
artistic performance, titled "Peace in the Middle
East," portrayed a sense of community and was
positively breathtaking.
The next Dabkeh dance, Doos, was per¬
formed with the dancers dressed in black, with
scarves around their necks. For their final per¬
formance, Zareef, the dancers wore cloths over
their heads like burkas. The elegant final perfor¬

mances expressed exquisite, but sadly enigmatic
dances that hope to cross boundaries of cultural
misunderstanding.
As the night came to a close, the group in¬
vited audience members to come onto the stage
to learn sbme basic Dabkeh dance steps. This
invitation furthers the notion of desired cultural
peace and understanding. The group appeared
dedicated to their movement, dancing out of
love for the art, and because it connects to a
larger Palestinian struggle. The night, was in¬
triguing not only for its artistic splendor, but also
its emphasis on cultural acceptance.

chance of winning.
“I didn’t even think they would receive my
design... Let alone choose it for the top 20,”
he said. “I was nervous throughout the whole
thing.”
Perhaps the impossibility of his victory, the
nerves or anticipation were too much to control,
but upon learning he won the contest, Gardner
celebrated impulsively.
•jjl may or may not have headbutted my
brother in excitement,” he admits.
Prospects for a repeat performance of this
magnitude are daunting, but this champion
hopes Rossignol will host the contest again so
he can defend his title.
The "Create It" contest was started in 2005
and received over 8,500 entries and in excess
of 12,000 votes. Rossignol has not released the
numbers for Create It: Vol. 2, the most recent
competition.

RE LOOKING FOR A FEW
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS.

The location on campus was a result of all
other spaces being booked by prior events.
However, the theatre provided an excellent
sound system and a strong light set-up.
“All in all, I really couldn’t be happier with
how the night turned out” said Armstrong.
“With the increasingly small budget WRBC
gets every year, it’s harder and harder to pro¬
vide the Bates community with quality music
at an affordable price, but as concert director
of WRBC and a huge Kid Koala fan, I am un¬
speakably happy that we were able to afford
him and attract the crowd that we did.”
Kid Koala will be returning to Maine to
play at The Space in Portland on April 21.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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After months of uncertainty and tension, the territorial
conflict between the Bates Musicians’ Union, the music
department and college administration is over, accord¬
ing to the Union’s Publicity Director Sophia Budianto ’09.
An agreement reached between BMU leaders and Dean
Goundie establishes a plan ensuring campus bands will
have practice space on campus for the remainder of this
year and throughout next year.
The plan allows bands to practice in Olin for the re¬
mainder of the school year, as they have been-since the
start of the year. Though glad they have a place to prac¬
tice, the time, restrictions are a significant inconvenience,
especially with so many bands vying for the space, said
Budianto.
Next year, space in the basement of Hedge Hall will
be set aside for campus bands as Hedge is converted to
an administrative building. Budianto expects some form
of time restrictions to be enforced, but the BMU is happy
just to see a light at the end of the tunnel. “It’s great, we’re
really excited,” said Budianto.
The Musicians’ Union was left disappointed and angry
with the administration when, after Goundie encouraged
the BMU to pursue off-campus arrangements, the admin¬
istration informed the organization that safety and legal
concerns made off-campus arrangements impossible,
even though the BCSG allocated over $8,500 primarily to
allow the organization to rent off-campus space.
The Musicians’ Union, amid the confusion, obtained an
unusually large amount of money, especially for a recently
formed group. At an RA hosted discussion comprised of
representatives of the administration, music department
and Musicians’ Union, BCSG Treasurer Max Patinkin ’08
raised the issue of how much freedom the Musicians’
Union has with the money the budget committee allo¬
cated based on the practice space expenses. While not
planning to spend the entire allocation, the Union has
plans to use the money responsibly and in a manner that
benefits all students.
“We’ll buy things that help the bands and the student
body. With the money we can do more shows and better
shows. We can expand the music scene on campus,” said
Budianto.
Though it was formed in reaction to this specific ob¬
stacle, the Musicians’ Union intends to remain a presence
and continue improving student music on campus.

COURTESY PHOTO: BETSY NELSON
The D.C. based troupe brought Palestinian culture and international awareness to campus
through their dance performance in Olin.

Rossignol to Fortepiano Adds
Manufacture Limited Authentic Sound
Edition Design by to Schubert
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■

CONOR HURLEY
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING

^

Hr

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

p*°*

r
T

Kid Koala Mixes Classic and
Contemporary
“He used the turntable needle like it was
an instrument itself. While scratching on one
turntable, he would lift the needle and place
it exactly where he wanted it, producing the
perfect sound” remembers Will Armstrong, the
WRBC Concert Director. “Words cannot de¬
scribe it, but it’s definitely something I’m never
gonna forget.”
His concert at Bates was the first show he
has done in a few weeks as he is about to
kick off a U.S. tour, starting with South-bySouthwest in Texas. He says that a small venue
like Bates “feels more like a house party” and
allows for experimentation. “I like to try new
stuff in these venues... It’s trial by fire.”
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however, had certainly practiced the piece heavily,
for he played it with authority at its full Allegro
speed.
Most of the pieces played Friday were from
late in Schubert’s life. The exception was the Solo
Sonata in A, which Schubert wrote when he was
20. Lubin joked, “not that he didn’t know what
he was doing.” The Sonata.brought out Schubert’s
early tendency to compile flurries of notes and
chords for a high-energy Romantic effect. The
songs for texts, on the other hand, showcased the
great minimalism that Schubert developed late in
his life. Unfortunately, he died when he was only
31.
Overall, the concert presented a wonderful
spectrum of Schubert’s work. The songs for text
created an emotionally charged experience/and
Lubin also got to delve deep into Schubert’s more
difficult solo piano material. Thus the Olin Arts
Center concluded this year’s Concert Series in the
Romantic Period, a satisfying destination.
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March Madness: One Man's Look at the 2007 Tournament
TOMMY IMBODEN
SPORTS
COLUMNIST

When my editor
first told me that for
tire March Madness
preview issue of The
Bates Student we were
going to print up my
tournament picks and let me defend them,
my excitement was somewhat lukewarm.
Tlie challenge of such a task and its ramifi¬
cations has made me somewhat apprehen¬
sive. Here’s why:
1.
Personally, I’ve never been the
biggest fan of trusting someone’s predic¬
tions. “Experts” never shy from lending
their opinions, though it has been proven
that they have no better success in predict¬
ing tlie outcomes of games than your aver¬
age sports fan.'If that’s tlie case, why would
anyone value my picks over, say, Gordon
(that guy who says “Hi” to every girl in
Commons)?
2.
I don’t know if anyone reading
this has knowledge of my track record
making predictions since tlie beginning of
tlie year, but.. .it hasn’t been pretty. Maybe
you remember me writing that tlie football
team would finish .500 or better. Or saying
that the Chicago Bears would win tlie Super
Bowl behind Rex Grossman. Well, neither
of those aimed out very well, and I made
them both when I was sober, I swear.
3.
It would kind of suck if my picks
just completely crapped the bed and re¬
duced whatever legitimacy I still possess as
a sports columnist.
4.
If by the off-chance that my
bracket is acaially successful, there stands
the possibility that someone could copy it
and reap the benefits of my hard work. I
don’t know why someone would do this—
maybe they liked my explanations, my
sleepers, or maybe it’s just some girl who
saw my picaire in tlie little box and thought
I was cute—but someone could just hijack
my picks. And I would feel violated.
With all that said, who really cares? It’s
not like this is science. Picking the tour¬

nament is as big a crapshoot as finding a
good party at Bates; sometimes, everything
just falls into the right place. Most of the
time, people have to deal with the reality
of #3 above. So, without further ado, here
is one sports fan’s attempt to crack college
basketball’s Enigma code.
Before making my acaial selections, I
want to take a look at tire field (and the sea¬
son as a whole) and try to place as many
teams as I can into five categories: the “Big
Boys” (contenders), the Flawed Contenders,
the Sleepers, the “Boom or Bust” squads
and the “Teams That Will Turn Jim Nantz
into a Mushy Sap” (i.e. Cinderellas). Sepa¬
rating tire teams is my attempt to rationalize
the madness. Otherwise, I could suffer from
what a friend has described as “paralysis by
analysis.” With that exercise out of the way,
it is time to tackle the bracket and explain
my picks.

Opening Weekend and Upsets: 'Tire
National Work Unproductivity Days are the
first Thursday and Friday of tire NCAA tour¬
nament. Why? Well, the opening round is
always full of close games and great upsets,
which makes for riveting television. With
the parody that exists in college basketball
this year, there should be plenty of games
that make you contemplate skipping after¬
noon classes on Thursday and Friday.
Since 2001, every tournament has fea¬
tured at least one 12-seed winning a game,
and I forecast only one this year: Old
Dominion over a Butler team that closed
poorly. However, that will not be tire only
upset if I have anything to say about it. I like
Albany over a very suspect Virginia team,
and two #11 seeds (VCU and Winthrop)
because I hate Duke and Notre Danre.
Potential second-round upsets include:
Maryland-Old Dominion, Oregon-Win-

throp, Menrphis-Nevada and WisconsinGeorgia Tech. Though all these games
should be close, tire only higher seed I see
surviving is Oregon. Maryland is erratic and
plays to the level of its competition; Mem¬
phis has not been tested recently and Ne¬
vada has pulled this upset before; Wiscon¬
sin was unwatchable down the stretch.
Sweet Sixteen and Elite Eight: The
Sweet Sixteen match-up that will have ev¬
eryone talking will be UNC versus Kevin
Durant. Durant has Camrelo-esque skills,
but will he be able to top the Tar Heels’
depth? I think so. In the East Region’s other
half, Georgetown continues to thank the
committee for perhaps the easiest road to
the Elite Eight for any two-seed. The TexasGeorgetown game should be good, as well,
but something tells me that Texas won’t
have enough left in the tank to get by tire
Hoyas.

Kansas and UCLA (the two best teams
in tire tournament in my view) seem
destined to meet in an Elite Eight classic.
Though I love UCLA’s team, I just don’t
think they have enough inside to survive
the tournament’s most versatile team. Flor¬
ida should cakewalk to the regional final
against the run-and-gun Oregon Ducks.
The tournament’s biggest boom or bust
team should play an entertaining—and in¬
spired—game against Florida, but you can’t
beat Noah and Co. if you play five guards;
that’s why I’nr taking tire Gators.
Ohio State should beat Tennessee in
a game that won’t be as close as the twopoint regular season tilt the Buckeyes won,
and if Nevada outlasts Memphis, I don’t see
them having enough muscle inside to beat
a tough Texas A&M squad. In a game that
seems like it should be a serious slugfest, I’ll
take the Aggies for two reasons: one, Acie
Law IV makes big shots, and secondly, Tex¬
as A&M is a tough bunch, the kind of guys
you would not want to get into a bar fight
with. I’ll go for those guys anytime.
Final Four: Florida-Kansas is another
game that feels like destiny, and if it comes
to fruition, it will be the biggest Final Four
game since Illinois met North Carolina in
the championship two years ago. The NBA
talent on the floor will be unmatched,
but the Jayhawks have the talent to over¬
come Florida’s experience. Texas A&M and
Georgetown should beat the piss out of
each other and I see the Aggies surviving.
In an all-Big XII final, Kansas will finally rid
themselves of the ghosts of Roy Williams’
past, and will overcome their league rival
in a close final. Tournament MVP: Julian
Wright. National Champion: Kansas.
So there you have it: one man’s attempt
at predicting the impossible. In a couple of
weeks I’m sure I will be thoroughly embar¬
rassed when half of my Elite Eight is gone,
and my champion has already lost. But no
matter what, I will still be watching and
probably rooting for whatever low-seed is
still playing, even if they ruined my bracket.
Because that’s the reason we watch: when
tlie ball is tipped, anything can happen.

Gauthier All-American; Men Gear up for Outdoor Season
KATIE BASH
STAFF WRITER

It was an exciting close to the
men’s indoor track season as Noah
Gauthier ’08 became the 12th Bates
man to earn All-American status in the
weight throw at the Division III Na¬
tional Championships this weekend.
While the rest of the men’s team began
preparing for the approaching outdoor
season, Gauthier’s work was not done.
Already a State of Maine champion in
the weight throw and shot put, and
winner of the Peter Goodrich Most
Valuable Field Athlete Award, Gauthier
finished in the top three of every meet
he competed in this season. As such,

it was no surprise that he was seated
fourth in the country going into the Di¬
vision III Championships, which was
announced last Monday. At the event,
held in Terre Haute, Ind., Gauthier
took the eighth spot in the 35-pound
weight throw after coming in seventh
in the preliminary round in a field of
11 athletes.
“He has established himself as a
premier thrower in the country. He
did just what was expected of him. His
abilities will only be enhanced in the
upcoming outdoor season. The ham¬
mer throw is naturally his best event,
and his accomplishments in the weight
throw are just a preview of things to
come,” said Coach Al Fereshetian.

Overall the men had a strong in¬
door season. With diverse talent, the
team was able to perform well in a va¬
riety of events.
“There was very good leadership
in our indoor season,” said Coach Fe¬
reshetian. "Both Matt Capone [’07] and
Sam Thomas [’07] set the standard and
backed it up with their performances.
They made a huge impact on the team.
It was also nice to see the develop¬
ment of some of the younger kids on
the team, and it is nice to see competi¬
tive younger classes. I anticipate their
growth in the upcoming season."
The younger talent is also what
should bring some of the excitement to
the outdoor season. Based on their in¬

Softball Poised for Success
BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

With only two graduating seniors
from last spring, Bates softball team is
gearing up for another solid season.
This season several new additions to
the team should prove to be beneficial.
First years Jean McIntyre, Carlen Arima,
Jill Cappucci and Liz Stahler will be join¬
ing the Bobcats as first-year players.
There are also two returning players and
new player Shayna Waldman ’08 to add
some power to the team.
Senior ace Kristin Masino looks to
anchor the team’s rotation, followed by
Christina Knobel ’09 as Bates’ number
two starting pitcher. While Waldman is

new to the team she will need to shake
off some rust before hopping in, but
coach Lexow is confident she will be
ready to contribute by conference time.
On Wednesday, March 14, the team
will be traveling to Florida for their
spring training in the sun and return¬
ing to Bates by Sunday March 18. While
in the Sunshine State the team has six
games scheduled, three against New
England opponents and three against
non-regional teams.
Last spring the team finished with a
16-16 record. While the team graduated
two seniors, they retained two outstand¬
ing players: Katie Franklin ’07 and Stacia
Saniuk ’09. Franklin is the team’s first re¬
gional All-American in seven years and
contributes greatly to the team not only

as a co-captain but as a power hitter.
Meanwhile Saniuk was last year's NES¬
CAC Rookie of the Year.
The team is already working hard to
make it to conference. In order to do so
they will be focusing on the matches in
their division. NESCAC Softball is divided
into East and West divisions, with Bates
in the East. This means that the team
does not have rivalries with just Bow¬
doin and Colby but also against Trin¬
ity College and Tufts University. While
the NCAA limit for games is 42, Bates
schedules 32 games for the season with
weather pending.
As of the moment the team looks
to be in good shape and is condition¬
ing for the home double-header against
Brandeis University on March 24.

door season, mid-distance runner Grif¬
fin Stabler ’10, pentathlete/decathlete
Erik Borne ’10, pentathlete Noah Glick
’10, distance runner Doug Brecher ’10
and sprinter Carlos Castro ’10 are just
a few to look out for in the upcom¬
ing season. As for returning talent, the
fleet-footed captains Matt Capone ’07
and Sam Thomas ’07 will surely shine
in their last collegiate track season.
Mid distance/distance runners like CJ
Murray ’09 and Andrew Percy ’08 and
penthathlete John Miley (who had a
very successful season after returning
from being abroad last semester) will
continue to strengthen and add depth
to the team.
“It has already been an exciting

Men's Lacrosse Opens Season with Win,
Dominates Endicott on Both Ends
DAVID BRODER
STAFF WRITER

•

With their game against Endi¬
cott postponed due to the snow, the
Bates men’s lacrosse team began
their season in Norton, Mass., play¬
ing the Wheaton College Lyons. The
Bobcats were in complete control for
the majority of the game, ultimately
defeating the Lyons 13-7.
Senior Amadi Cisse led the Bob¬
cats with three goals, followed by
Brent Morin ’08, Justin Simon ’08 and
Craig Blake ’08 who each added two
goals. Co-Captain Matt Erisman ’07,
Mike Medeiros ’08, John Adams ’09,

Men's and Women's Tennis Start Strong, 18-0 Last Week
JESSIE SAWYER
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Under the tutelage of Head Coach
Paul Gastonguay, Bates tennis sets up for
a promising and competitive season, de¬
spite a young roster.
“We have a great core group right now
for the men’s team and for the women’s
team,” said Gastonguay.
Nationally ranked in the top 26 for the
past seven years, as high as 14, the men
expect to be in contention for both a NESCAC and NCAA championship title. There
are, however, some changes this season
to which the'team needs to adjust.
Doubles proficiency is a new focus
for the men’s team, due to the change to a
nine-point scoring system that now, each
doubles match will count for one point, as
opposed to awarding one point for a best
of three win.
Gastonguay is confident that the team
should be able to win two or three dou¬
bles points every game due to the depth
of the roster.
College tennis has also gone to the
automatic qualifier for selecting NCAA
tournament bids, which means that if a
team wins its conference, it automatically
will be chosen to compete in NCAAs. This

change is especially tough for the men
because the NESCAC showcases many of
the top teams in the nation. Winning the
conference is always a battle. Teams may
also be selected based on their win-loss
record and who they play.
The men also are currently playing
without a captain. However, Assistant
Coach Tristan Beach ’06, an All-American
doubles player and captain from last year,
considers himself to be filling that role.
“Tristan is a huge help. He’s phenom¬
enal. He was an All-American doubles
player and had a great career. Everyone
trusts him, he knows what he’s talking
about,” said Gastonguay.
According to Beach, Gastonguay is
leaving the captainship open and waiting
to see who steps forward, rather than by
giving the position to someone by default
of his class year.
“It’s nice to have a captain, but they’re
so mature already, that’s it’s net a big deal
to not have one,” said Beach.
“They’re young, but. very good.
They’re pushing each other through
walls,” explained Gastonguay. “That pres¬
sure cooker has, even from the fall, made
a dramatic change. They all want to play,
they all want to start. They’re beating
each other up in a nice way to find those

spots.”
Junior Danilo Acosta and Ben Stein
’09, Mike Sherman ’09 and Jon Rosenberg
’09 return to the squad. Eight new faces
join tire team, including Tobe Okoye ’07,
Brett Hine ’08 and Ryan Mannelly ’10,
Amrit Rupasinghe ’10, Max Berger TO,
Zach Fenno TO, Mike Reiss TO and Adam
Nielson TO.
Referring to the freshmen, Beach said,
“By the time they’re seniors, I’ll be sur¬
prised if they don’t win a national title.”
The women are led by captain Laura
Harris ’07, who has played tennis for her
entire Bates career. Last year, Hanis earned
All-NESCAC recognition in doubles, along
with her teammate Cecilia Grissa ’08.
Mallika Raghavan ’08 returns from abroad
as a solid and instrumental component of
the team as a leader and an all-court play¬
er, able to cover both the baseline and the
net. Julie Brown ’09 also rejoins the team
having played soccer in the fall.
Sophomore Caryn Benisch’s work
ethic makes her an essential part of the
team. Gastonguay hopes to work with her
to mentally get more comfortable coming
to the net, and has already noted prog¬
ress.
Alex Piacquad TO, Lindsey Scherer
TO, and Laura Will ’09 are fresh additions

year and there is no doubt the outdoor
season will continue with this trend.
We have a wide range of ability, and
I think we will see a lot of develop¬
ment from the indoor season. We’ve
had a lot of quality contributors in ev¬
ery event. I think the Bates men’s team
should expect to challenge rivals like
Bowdoin and Colby for the State of
Maine title. I also think we can chal¬
lenge tough rivals like Williams and
Tufts at NESCACs. Hopefully we will
be sending more people to Nationals
come May,” said Coach Fereshetian.
The men will continue training
hard for spring track, as their first meet
will be the Tufts’ Snowflake Classic at
the end of March.

to the team, this year, and are exhibiting
promise thus far. Piaquad is currently play¬
ing number two singles. Last week against
MIT, she was the lone match-winner in a
1-8 team loss.
Scherer brings speed and athleticism
to the court.
“She’s better than she knows she is,”
Gastonguay stated.
This past Saturday, both the men’s and
women’s teams were dominant in their
home matches against Babson and Smith,
respectively.
Stein and Berger, Rupasinghe and
Mannelly, and Reiss and Fenno combined
in respective pairs to each win their dou¬
bles matches. Reiss, Stein, Rupasinghe,
Sherman, Berger, and Fenno also cham¬
pioned in the first through sixth singles
slots, respectively, handedly defeating
their opponents in each set played.
Benisch came back from losing her
first set, 3-6, with 6-1 and 10-5 set-wins
to clench the number one singles match
victory. Harris, in the fourth slot, also won
her singles match 6-0 and 6-1, as her
teammate Raghavan downed her oppo¬
nent 6-0 and 6-1 in the third singles slot.
On Sunday, Mar. 18., the women com¬
pete at Brandeis.
t'

Nathan Kellogg ’09 and David Bar¬
rett TO also scored goals in the Bates
opener.
On the other half of the field
Co-Captain Peter Boston ’07 led the
Bobcat’s stingy defense, making 13
saves and allowing just four goals in
55 minutes of play. Junior goalkeep¬
er Will Paddock would relieve Bos¬
ton for the game’s final five minutes.
Bates out-shot the Lyons 33-18
and had nine different players score
goals en route to their win. The Bob¬
cats only allowed two goals in the
first half and four goals throughout
the 55 minutes of action. The Bob¬
cats host NESCAC-rival Trinity Col¬
lege next Saturday.

Women's Lacrosse
Beats Union 15-12
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s lacrosse opened their 2007
season in impressive fashion, demonstrat¬
ing their offensive firepower in a win over
Union College in Schenectady, N.Y. on
March 11. Midfielders Rachel Greenwood
’09 and Morgan Maciewicz TO led the way
for the Bobcats, combining for seven goals
against Dutchwomen goalie Melissa McDon¬
ald TO and the ninth ranked division three
women’s lacrosse program in the country.
The Bobcats trailed for much of the
game, entering the half down 7-6, and losing
12-11 with as little as 7:34 left in the contest.
On the whole, Bates out-shot the Dutch¬
women 33-26, dominating the game’s draw
controls with the help of Molly Wagner ’08,
who won six draw controls herself.
First-year Katelyn Drake and Wag¬
ner each netted two goals, while Caroline
Thomas ’09 and Rachel Hanneling ’08 tallied
a goal and two assists each in the victory.
With a 19-0 romp over Dallas during
February break, the Bobcats improve to 20 on the season. They will play Babson on
the road tonight and Trinity in Conn, next
.Saturday.
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Women Lead
Alpine at Nationals

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA RELATIONS
Dan Loman ’08 racing slalom at the NCAA Championships in Attitash, N.H. Loman placed 23rd of 26 skiers.

MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

With the occurrence of daylight sav¬
ings this past weekend, the first sighting
of grass in months and the calendar start
of spring a little over a week away, the
Bates consciousness has shifted from
the hardwood to the diamond and from
the ski slopes to significantly warmer
climates. In the midst of this transition,
the Bates alpine team has continued to
compete, taking 13th place at the 2007
NCAA Skiing Championships in Atti¬

tash, N.H., last weekend.
The women led the way for the
Bobcats, racking up 69 points in the sla¬
lom, launching the Bobcats to fifth out
of 13 teams in the event. Bates brought
three female competitors to the event.
This trio of sophomore girls combined
to turn in one of the more impressive
Bobcat NCAA Championship perfor¬
mances in recent memory.
Sophomore Emily Sampson took
15th of 35, Liz Thompson ’09 finished
.77 seconds behind Sampson in 16th
place and Megan Papineau ’09 rounded
out the scoring for the women with a

20th place finish.
"We had nothing to lose and skied
our hardest," said Sampson. "This was a
great way to end the season. We're re¬
ally excited with how our week went."
For the men, Dan Loman ’08 placed
23rd in the slalom, while Leo Menard
’08 took 26th.
As a whole, Bobcat skiers finished
with a combined 231 points, beating
out Alaska-Fairbanks, Williams, Colby
and Michigan Tech. The only NESCAC
school ahead of Bates was Middlebury.
This is the second year in a row in
which this has occurred.
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Moore and Relay
Team All-American
ANDY PERCY
STAFF WRITER

The distance medley relay team fin¬
ished in eighth place at the NCAA Di¬
vision III Championships Friday night,
earning All American status. The team,
consisting of Katie Bash TO, Izzy Alex¬
ander ’09, Jen Caban ’07 and co-captain
Kathryn Moore ’07, took 1.9 seconds
off of their own school record with a
time of 12:03.29. The top eight finishers
earned All American honors, and this
is the first time in Bates history that a
women’s relay team has earned such
honors. Having gone into the compe¬
tition ranked ninth made finishing the
coveted eighth even sweeter.
Bash ran the 1200 leg of the race
and got the team out to a great start
by running a personal best of 3:39 sec¬
onds. Alexander took the baton and ran
58 seconds for the 400 leg. Caban tied
her lifetime best in the 800 by running
2:17. Moore finished things off with a
5:06 mile, moving the team ahead of
Bowdoin, who finished ninth in 12:11.
On Saturday, Moore ran the 5000m
and exceeded her fifteenth-ranked seed
place by finishing tenth with a time of
17:37. While this time is ten seconds
slower than her lifetime best, it was her
second fastest time of a very impressive
season. Interestingly, seven of the top
ten runners in the race were from NESCAC schools. Ellen Davis of Wesleyan
won the event in 16:43 and Shauneen
Garrahan of Amherst took second in
16:51 - Furthermore, four of the top
eight teams in the DMR were from the
NESCAC (Tufts, Amherst, Williams, and
Bates). Clearly the NESCAC produces
many of the best distance runners in
the country, and this weekend’s results
clearly indicate how similar the con¬
ference championships at Middlebury
this spring will be to a mini-Nationals
meet.
Head coach Jay Hartshorn was very
pleased with how the team performed.
“[The DMR team] went out and
made it happen,” Hartshorn said. “Katie
gave them an excellent start, running a
nice [personal record]. Izzy closed the
gap on the runners in front, and Jen
actually moved them up to be competi¬
tive with the sixth and seventh runners.
KMoore took off and the pace was so
incredibly fast, but she did a nice job
bringing it home.”
Having clinched this All American
title indoors, Moore became the first
woman in Bates history to earn All
American honors in all three seasons.
She finished eighth last outdoor season
in the 3,000m steeplechase and 32 in

cross country this past fall.
“I was really happy with how it
went and I’m so happy for the other
girls,” Moore said. “In the 5k everyone
went out with the leader, who was the
runner up in cross country, so when
they began to die I moved up. It was
fun being [at Nationals] with the other
Bates girls.”
While Moore is now a three time
All American and seasoned Nationals
veteran, it was the first trip to Nationals
for Bash, Alexander and Caban.
For Caban, it was the last oppor¬
tunity she would ever have to be an
Indoor All American, and she enjoyed
the whole experience.
“It was great. The entire town of
Terre Haute got really into it,” said Ca¬
ban. “The supermarkets had signs wel¬
coming us and even our hotel keycards
had the Nationals logo on them.”
Alexander agreed with Caban and
also said that the presence of other
NESCAC schools made an otherwise
stressful meet strangely comforting.
“It really felt like any other meet,
mainly because there were so many
other schools there that we compete
against all the time,” Alexander said.
“Here we are in Indiana and I looked
around me and Tufts was there, Am¬
herst was there, Bowdoin was there,
Williams was there. I think it would
have been really shocking and stressful
if we didn’t recognize any of the other
teams, but since we did it made [the
experience] more comforting.”
At the third meet of the cross
country season this past fall Bash was
forced to drop out of her race due to a
stress fracture that prevented her from
competing in the majority her first col¬
legiate cross country season. She spent
the rest of the season and Winter Break
rehabilitating, not letting her injury
negatively impact her attitude on run¬
ning. Earning the All American title was
a fitting way to get back at that disap¬
pointing season.
“I tried to think of it as any other
meet,” said Bash. “[The experience] is
definitely going to impact the way that
I race and train from now on. It was
really cool for me to be able to go as a
freshman who doesn’t have that much
experience with [collegiate] running. It
was a really humbling experience and
it made me realize that even though all
of the athletes are really great, getting
to where they are is obtainable with
hard work.”
The indoor track and field season
is now officially over and the first out¬
door competition for the team will be
in three weeks at the Tufts-hosted Jum¬
bo Invitational on March 31.

Lamdin
Not Your Typical Bobcat, Ellefson Takes 11th at Nationals
Only Bobcat
Swimmer to
Compete at
Nationals;
Takes Fifth,
All-American
SAM EVANS-BROWN
STAFF WRITER

BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

Diving all-star Kelsey Lamdin ’09 is
officially now a three-time All-Ameri¬
can after placing fifth in the lm div¬
ing at the NCAA Division III Women’s
Swimming and Diving Champion¬
ships.
Lamdin finished second in the
preliminary round with 419.80 points,
right behind the preliminary first place
scorer from MIT Doria Holbrook. In
the finals Lamdin scored 410.45 points
giving her a fifth place finish while
Erica Deur from Calvin won the event.
Lamdin was one of two NESCAC div¬
ers to finish in the top eight. Tufts’
diver Lindsay Gardel took eighth. She
outscored the NESCAC winner from
Tufts in the lm event and also Alanna
Hanson from Middlebury.
In the three meter event Lam¬
din placed thirteenth with a score of
390.10 points and competed with a
new and very difficult dive.
Finishing strong at the end of her
second season at Bates, Lamdin has
done much for her first two years with
the Bates team. At last year’s meet
Lamdin placed sixth in the 3m event
and earned an Honorable Mention AllAmerica in the lm.

It’s March now, and the madness
has begun; there are brackets to be
submitted and (gentlemen’s) bets to
be placed. Meanwhile, a much less
known, but equally epic Division I
championship is taking place right in
our back yard: the NCAA Division I
skiing championships. While many
Bates students are glued to their TV
watching basketball giants duke it
out on screen, few notice that an ath¬
lete of comparable caliber is living
right next door.
Sylvan Ellefson ’09 would be
the last person on the planet to talk
about his results, so even those who
know him don’t know how good he
is at cross-country skiing. -Please al¬
low me to shed some light on this
subject.
This year Ellefson was the only
Bates cross-country skier to qualify
for NCAA championships, and as a
sophomore this will be his second
time competing. In Wednesday’s tenkilometer skate event, Ellefson took
11th and in Friday’s 20-kilometer
classic, he finished 27th, a set of re¬
sults which reflect Ellefson’s demon¬
strated strength for skating this sea¬
son. Ellefson’s skate result is the top
NCAA finish for a Bates skier since
2003. This is notable in an event that
is dominated by full scholarship stu¬
dents from Western schools, recruit¬
ed from Scandinavian countries and
the young members of the U.S. ski
team. The top 10 from Wednesday’s
race had only four Americans, none
of whom made the top five, and Fri¬
day’s race had only three Americans
in the top ten.
Assistant Coach Jordi St.John said
of Ellefson’s skate race, “Sylvan was
on his game today; he trained very
well coming into these races.”
Head coach Becky Woods also
had praise for Ellefson’s pre-race
preparation, and also noted that

races in Jackson, NH meant
since this was his
that many fans from the
second time at the
East were able to turn out to
NCAA
champion¬
cheer on the Eastern skiers,
ship, his focus was
including a large proportion
no longer “just on
of the Ellefson’s teammates.
making NCAAs, but
“In Steamboat [last year]
performing there as
there was not a whole lot
well.”
of support. It was amazing
Ellefson
said
having everyone here,”; said
that after the race
Ellefson.
he
was
thrilled,
In the overall standings,
but adpitted slight
Bates skiing placed 13th out
disappointment at
of the 22 schools that quali¬
having missed tenth
fied skiers for the NCAA
place and All-Amer¬
championships. This is only
ican status, by 0.3
slightly off of last year’s re¬
seconds, an insig¬
sult of 12th, even though
nificant amount of
this year Bates qualified
time in Nordic ski¬
fewer skiers.
ing. Most of his ex¬
The perennial Eastern
citement came from
performer, Dartmouth Col¬
“knowing
that
I
lege, edged Western schol¬
still have two more
arship powerhouses Univer¬
years to improve af¬
sity of Denver, University
ter that finish.”
of Colorado and University
Ellefson
wryly
of Utah by 50 points in the
characterized
Fri¬
overall N.CAA Division I
day’s race as “inter¬
championship title, which
esting at best.” Dur¬
combines scores from both
ing the first two 5k
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Alpine and Nordic races.
laps of the 20k race,
This marks the first time
Sophomore phenom-Sylvan Ellefson ’09 races in Jackson, N.H.
Ellefson was in the
since 1976 that Dartmouth
mix of the lead pack
has won a skiing title, and
to blame for the result, as it seemed
of ten to fifteen ski¬
the first time since UVM’s victory in
that skiers from every team were
ers, but fell to 27th during the sec¬
1994 that an Eastern school has won.
having just as much difficulty.
ond two laps, citing extreme cramps
However, the winner of the Nordic
Looking back on the results of the
in his calf, and just not having “that
events alone was the University of
year, both Woods and Ellefson are
extra ‘umf’” in the second half of
Northern Michigan, who were car¬
pleased overall, but both think that
the race. Coach Woods thought that
ried to victory by the first ever wom¬
Ellefson should step up the quantity
Ellefson might have gone out too fast
en’s double-sweep in the history
of “over-distance” (referring to roller
in the start of the race, but said that
of NCAA championships. The NMU
skiing or running workouts that last
skiing with the best in the country
trio of Olympians Lindsay Weier and
from 2-4 hours) workouts this sum¬
for half of the race is a good learning
Lindsay Williams and World Junior
mer, in order to improve his results
experience.
Championship skier Morgan Smyth
in the longer distance races. Also,
“I think he might have just want¬
placed 1-2-3 in both races. The in¬
Ellefson hopes to step up his training
ed to know what it feels like to ski
dividual winners of the men’s races
regime in general, and train a total of
with those guys.”
were Rene Reisshauer from the Uni¬
600 hours next year, instead of the
Coach Woods also noted that the
versity of Denver on Wednesday and
550 from this year.
difficult waxing conditions of the
Another improvement over last
Snorri Einarsson from the University
day, with temperatures climbing rap¬
of Utah.
year’s championship was in the are¬
idly through the temperature ranges
na of fan support. The location of the
of different waxes, probably weren’t

